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(4) supports the efforts of the United
States Government to expand bilateral co-
operation with the governments of Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru to combat illicit gold
mining;

(5) condemns the Maduro regime for di-
rectly and indirectly facilitating illicit min-
ing of gold and other minerals in Venezuela;

(6) denounces the Maduro regime’s involve-
ment in illicit mining practices in the Ama-
zonas and Bolivar states, which have led to
human rights abuses, destruction of indige-
nous social fabric, deforestation, habitat
loss, environmental degradation, and a rise
in cases of malaria and other related diseases
in Venezuela;

(7) calls for better regional and inter-
national coordination among government
and industry actors to monitor and mitigate
the environmental, human rights, and secu-
rity risks posed by gold flows out of Ven-
ezuela; and

(8) encourages efforts to promote legal,
regulated, and sustainable mining practices
in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and
Venezuela after democratic order is restored.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 392—RECOG-

NIZING AND SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-

TIONAL FORENSIC SCIENCE
WEEK
Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-

STEIN, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. WARNOCK)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 392

Whereas the Senate is committed to the
use of forensic science in the investigation of
crimes, the prosecution and conviction of the
correct perpetrators of crimes, and the exon-
eration of innocent individuals falsely ac-
cused of crimes in the United States;

Whereas forensic science service providers
address critical questions in civil and crimi-
nal investigations and trials in the United
States, including by providing scientific con-
clusions relating to forensic evidence;

Whereas forensic science service providers
partner with—

(1) Federal agencies to build and maintain
criminal databases relating to latent prints,
DNA, and other information relevant to
criminal cases; and

(2) Federal, State, and local agencies to en-
sure public safety;

Whereas forensic science service providers
serve a vital role in the criminal justice sys-
tem by providing scientific information to
investigators and officers of the court; and

Whereas the fourth week in September 2021
is recognized as ‘‘National Forensic Science
Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Forensic Science Week; and

(2) recognizes that National Forensic
Science Week provides a special opportunity
for—

(A) forensic science service providers to—

(i) acknowledge the contributions of foren-
sic scientists in the laboratories in which
those individuals work;

(ii) organize community events to encour-
age a better understanding of forensic
science;

(iii) provide tours to Federal, State, and
local policymakers to assist those individ-
uals in gaining better insight into the cur-
rent capabilities of forensic science service
providers and the future demands that foren-
sic science service providers will face; and

(iv) contact and invite local media outlets
to cover events hosted during National Fo-
rensic Science Week;
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(B) local policymakers to—

(i) recognize, through formal commenda-
tion or resolution, the contributions of local
forensic science laboratories to the commu-
nities of those policymakers;

(ii) formally declare the fourth week of
September 2021 to be ‘‘National Forensic
Science Week’ by proclamation;

(iii) wvisit local forensic science labora-
tories to gain an understanding of the capa-
bilities and needs of those laboratories; and

(iv) discuss the operational needs of State
and local forensic science laboratories;

(C) individuals in the United States, in-
cluding members of the media, to—

(i) attend community events sponsored by
local forensic science laboratories;

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories; and

(iii) ask local forensic science laboratories
about the operational and legislative needs
of those laboratories;

(D) members of the media to highlight
local news stories that focus on the work of
local forensic science laboratories in the
communities that those laboratories serve;
and

(E) public safety officers, law enforcement
officers, and officers of the court to—

(i) attend community events sponsored by
local forensic science laboratories;

(ii) take tours of local forensic science lab-
oratories;

(iii) discuss the operational needs of State
and local forensic science laboratories; and

(iv) engage with local forensic science lab-
oratories about working together more effec-
tively.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 393—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2021 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-

JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 393

Whereas approximately 296,000 individuals
in the United States live with spinal cord in-
juries, which cost society billions of dollars
in health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 17,900
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 individuals with
spinal cord injuries are veterans;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries;

Whereas nearly half of all spinal cord inju-
ries to individuals 30 years of age or younger
occur as a result of a motor vehicle accident;

Whereas the average remaining years of
life for individuals living with spinal cord in-
juries has not improved significantly since
the 1980s;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for individuals with spinal cord
injuries, enhancing the quality of life of indi-
viduals with spinal cord injuries, and ulti-
mately curing paralysis: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2021 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month”’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;
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(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis and their families;
and

(56) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States who are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I have
a request for 7 committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
September 28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to con-
duct a closed briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING
OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, September
28, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
closed briefing.
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